
 
 

Families’ Bulletin 
Monday 18 September to Friday 22 September 2023 

 

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Families 

 
It has been great to see how well Year 7 have settled in now. Every day they build in confidence and talk 
enthusiastically about their lessons. Year 12 have also settled in brilliantly and are jumping right in with year 13 as 
superb ambassadors and mentors to the younger students. They can easily be identified by their community 
lanyards. Just one example of the small shoots of new smaller communities starting to grow and integrate 
students from right across the school. 
 
Thursday 21 September is our annual Open Evening from 5.30-8.30pm, so there will be an early closure for 
students who will leave after lunch at 1.20pm. I would like to thank all of the students who have volunteered to 
come and support with tours and across departments to help speak to prospective students and their 
families. This is followed by our second INSET day of the year on Friday 22 September when the school will be 
closed to all students. 
 
We also have our first Families Focus Group of the year Tuesday at 4.30pm. If you would like to come along, 
please email Mr Street at pstreet@sackvilleschool.org.uk . 
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 

 
Ms Jo Meloni  
Headteacher Dates for the Diary 

 
 

Key Dates 
 

Tuesday 19 September   Family Focus Group – 4.30pm – 5.30pm 
Thursday 21 September   Open Evening Early Closure – 1.20pm 
Thursday 21 September   New Entrants’ Open Evening – 5.30pm – 8.30pm 
Friday 22 September    INSET Day 
Friday 29 September    Year 7 Activity Evening – 4.00pm – 8.00pm 
Monday 2 October    Year 11 Geography Trip to London 
Thursday 5 October    Year 8 Information Evening – 5.30pm - 6.30pm 
Thursday 12 October    Year 10 Consultation Evening – 4.00pm – 7.30pm 
Thursday 19 – Friday 20 October  Year 10 and 11 GCSE – Rock Climbing 
Monday 23 October to Friday 27 October Half-Term Holiday 

 
 

mailto:pstreet@sackvilleschool.org.uk
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Hot Chocolate with the Head 

 

 
Every week I ask staff to nominate students for a special reward of Hot Chocolate (or alternative) with the Head. This 
reward goes to students for a variety of reasons. It may be that they have made great progress over time or perhaps 
they have done something particularly special that encapsulates one of our school values or the Sackville Way of 
Kindness, Respect and Prepared. It is always a lovely part of the week for me to celebrate student's hard work and 
achievements and a good opportunity to hear their thoughts on how school is going. Over the first 18 months we have 
done this, hundreds of students have already been rewarded in this way and I cannot wait to see which students are 
put forward this year and listen to their stories. 
 
We kicked off the year with a delightful group of year 7 
students and two year 13's Jess and Peggy who are really 
keen to give back to younger students this year and offer 
support and mentorship. We also had Felix and 
Jemima from Attenborough Community, Sienna from 
Holmes Community, and Isla and Stanley from Turing 
Community. Listening to them it sounds as though science 
and drama have been big hits in their first week. This was 
music to the ears of Jess and Peggy who specialise in 
exactly those areas so they were already offering advice 
and proving to be great models for the younger students 
to aspire to. This is just one of a number of rewards we 
offer students and we will share more details of our 
rewards system in future bulletins. Jo Meloni 
 

School Notices 

Early Closure Thursday 21 September 2023 and INSET day Friday 22 September 2023 

Thursday 21 September will be Sackville School’s Open Evening for new entrants.  
 
In order to prepare for this evening and present Sackville as the great school it is, students will be finishing early at 
1.20pm.  Students who are unable to get home can be supervised by staff in school and should make their way to the 
canteen area at 1.20pm. I would also like to take this opportunity to invite you to come along and look around the 
school in the evening and see for yourself some of the fantastic learning that is taking place. 
 
Finally, just a reminder that the school will be closed on Friday 22 September as this is our second INSET day of the 
academic year. 
 
Mr Paul Street, Deputy Head 

Extra-Curriculum Enrichment 

Autumn Term Timetable 

We offer a wide range of after school activities at Sackville.  You can browse through all the clubs, by year group, via 
this link:  Extra-Curricular Enrichment - Autumn Term 2023 
 

https://sackvilleschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Extra-Curricular-Enrichment-Autumn-Terms-2023.pdf
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Spotlight on E-Safety 

Hello, my name is Mr Vallally-Godfrey and I am the new eSafety lead. In this ever changing digital world it's important 
that parents are equipped with the tools to ensure their child's safety online, not only is it vital for their safety and 
development but it is also a legal requirement to protect minors from inappropriate content on the internet.  
 
Online in the modern day ranges from app usage on their phone, web browsing to online gaming. We are increasingly 
more plugged in than ever! eSafety is far more than the chat rooms of old and so much more about digital education.  
 
Two tools that are available to you that can help block certain apps from being used and limit app usage are listed 
below. These can be beneficial when your child is spending longer than desired on an application 
or are in fact trying to access an application beyond their years.  
 
Android users can limit app usage and control app permissions through the Google Play store. 

Instructions on how to do this can be found by clicking here.  
 

Apple users similarly can be blocked and locked down and the ways to 
do this can be found here. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this feel free to contact me or your child's Community 

team.  
 

Mr A Vallally-Godfrey, Wider SLT & CTL Computer Science, iMedia and IT 
 
 
 

Current Vacancies 

One of the many great features of Sackville School is the fact that many colleagues do stay here a long time. 
Unfortunately for us, that does mean that we have a number of staff who are reaching retirement now or in the near 
future, both teaching and support staff. This will result in a number of vacancies becoming available over the coming 
weeks, months and years. 
 
If you or someone you know are thinking of joining our team and are interested in any of the positions below, please 
follow the corresponding link.  If the perfect role isn’t listed below, but you know someone who shares our vision and 
ethos and is interested in joining our team, please do enquire via the vacancies page on our website so that we can 
get in touch if something comes up in the future. 
 

 Assistant Headteacher 
 Attendance and Welfare Officer 
 Teacher of Maths 
 Study Supervisor 
 School Cleaners 

     
Please follow the appropriate link to view any current vacancies within teaching and support staff areas of the 
school. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.airdroid.com/parent-control/block-apps-android/
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201304
https://sackvilleschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Assistant-Headteacher-application-pack-Sept-2023.pdf
https://sackvilleschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Attendance-and-Welfare-Officer-application-pack-Aut-2023.pdf
https://sackvilleschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Teacher-of-Maths-information-pack-23-24.pdf
https://sackvilleschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Study-Supervisor-advert-March23.pdf
https://sackvilleschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Cleaners-advert.pdf
https://sackvilleschool.org.uk/why-choose-sackville/teaching-vacancies/
https://sackvilleschool.org.uk/vacancies/
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Wellbeing 

 

 
 
 

Mindfulness Day 

Tuesday 12 September was Mindfulness Day and it reminded me that in the busyness of a new school year it is 
important to be more present in each moment than I had perhaps been. If you are in need of a slower pace to life here 
are three simple ways you can be more mindful today (and beyond): 
 

1. Mindful Breathing: Take the opportunity right now to pause. Simply focus on your breath. Inhale deeply for a 
count of four, hold for four, and exhale for four. Feel your breath with a sense of warmth and love - 
remember, breath is life. Repeat this a few times or maybe more. Feel the calm wash over you. 

 
2. Gratitude Goodness: Think of just one thing you're grateful for at this very moment. It could be a person, a 

place, or a simple pleasure (it can be something as mundane as a favourite item of clothing or shower wash). 
Close your eyes and appreciate it for a moment. Gratitude is a powerful doorway to mindfulness. 
 

3. Your Senses Make You Sensible: Tune in to your senses for a quick mindfulness boost. Spend a few breaths 
really tuning in and listening to the sounds around you (are there any you didn't hear before?), feeling the 
texture of an object nearby, or savouring a small bite of your favourite food (or perhaps taking your time to 
eat your lunch or snack, instead of eating it as quickly as you can so you can get onto the next thing). 

 
Hannah Nibloe 

External Clubs, Events and Services 
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East Grinstead Food Bank - Harvest Appeal 

After a quieter August (which is usual), we are getting busier at the 
foodbank. And yes! We are already starting to plan for Christmas, and 

specifically our Christmas Bags!  
 
We require literally TONS of stock to make up around 450 Christmas 

bags, primarily for local families on low incomes.  
 
We'd love you to support us with any harvest collections you are 

planning and attach a poster of what we really need!   
 

If you do organise a collection for us  please contact me 
to arrange a delivery or collection time (usually Tues or Thurs 
afternoon is best). We may be able to collect but we are very short of 

drivers at the moment. 
 

Thank you so much for your ongoing support, with all best wishes for a great Autumn term! 
 
Lucy Tribe, Deputy Manager (Mons, Weds, Fridays, Crisis phone only Tues /Thurs) 
 
East Grinstead Foodbank, 
Jubilee Community Centre, 
Charlwoods Road, RH19 2HL 
Tel: 07856 864251 
http://www.eastgrinstead.foodbank.org.uk 
 

 
 
 

              
 

 

http://www.eastgrinstead.foodbank.org.uk/


Sackville School Families’ Bulletin page 6 

 

Medication & Illness 

Medication 

To ensure that we continue to support students when they are unwell, 
we need to make sure our records are up-to-date. As a school we will 
continue to administer ad-hoc medication as per the consent slip you 
have completed. If you wish for this to change, please contact the 
relevant year team. Should your child be diagnosed with any 
new medical condition please contact us.  In addition, should your 
child's medical condition change (i.e., they no longer need to use their inhaler) please contact their year team.  

  
We will continue to provide the support and medical assistance you have already agreed to unless we hear from 
you.  

 

Illness 

In order to keep the more vulnerable members of our school community safe, a 
reminder to inform the school if your child contracts any of the following: 
Chickenpox, Shingles, Measles or Mumps. Please call the relevant year office, thank 
you in advance. 


