	Topic/Ability This is a checklist of topics you need to know for your Music exam.
For each topic indicate your level of understanding in both columns.

	Shade 
RED/AMBER/
GREEN
	Confidence Rating
1-10

	Area of study 2: Popular music
	
	

	Listening – unfamiliar music:
• Music of Broadway 1950s to 1990s
• Rock music of 1960s and 1970s
• Film and computer gaming music 1990s to present
• Pop music 1990s to present
	
	

	Study piece:
The Beatles: Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band – the following three tracks:
• With a Little Help from my Friends
• Within You, Without You
• Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds
	
	

	Musical elements
	
	

	Element Type
	Element
	
	

	Melody
	• riff
• pitch bend
• melisma
• hook
• slide
• glissando
• improvisation
• ostinato
• blue notes
	
	

	Harmony
	• power chords
• chord symbols eg C ^7
• stock chord progressions eg I VI IV V
	
	

	Tonality
	• pentatonic
• modal
• blues scale
	
	

	Structure
	• intro/outro
• verse
• chorus
• break
• twelve-bar blues
• drum fill
	
	

	Sonority (Timbre)
	• standard contemporary instrument types eg electric guitar,
synthesisers
• specific instrument types eg sitar, dilruba
• instrumental techniques eg palm mute (pm), pitch bend, hammer-on
(ho), pull-off (po), slide guitar/bottleneck
• drum kit components and techniques eg rim shot
• vocal timbres eg falsetto, belt, rap, beat-boxing, scat singing
• specific instrumental techniques eg slap bass
• specific instrumental effects eg amplification, distortion
• specific technological recording techniques eg automatic doubletracking (ADT) and direct input transformer (DIT)
	
	

	Tempo, metre and rhythm
	• bpm (beats per minute)
• mm (metronome marking)
• groove
• backbeat
• syncopation
• off-beat
• shuffle, swing/swung
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C. My exam technique target is…
Three key-words I will research the meaning of before next lesson…
Total number of key-words I don’t understand…
Key-Word Checklist
See the key-word list and complete the following boxes…
Personal Learning Checklist & Review
Music
One question I need to ask…
Please fold the sheet so that it fits into your book and glue this section.
B. My current grade is…
A. My target grade is…
1. What is your general/overall feeling about how this course is going? How confident are you that you will reach your target? Circle where you are on the tree… 
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