
 

 

 

Ref: 
 
4 July 2023 
 
Dear Families 
 
Year 10 Mock Art Exam Information  
 
This year our art students have been working really hard and recently have started studying portraiture. 
This will lead towards a bigger project “Surreal and Distorted Portraiture” in year 11. 
 
To give students a great opportunity of achieving well next year, we have put in a mock exam in line with 
the other subjects across the curriculum. For art, this looks different and includes a longer window of time 
where students have a great chance to build a fantastic piece of work. The mock exam is great practice for 
moving into year 11 and allows students time to work independently on an idea of their own under exam 
conditions. The mock exam will be held on Tuesday 11 July 2023.  
 
Students are asked to create a large scale black & white portrait piece. The work can be either A3, A2 or 
A1, using any of the following materials: pencil, graphite, charcoal, chalk, ink, biro, fine liner, collage, 
marker pen and oil pastel. These will be provided in school, but some students might want to bring in their 
own materials. 

Students can prepare for the exam by taking their own photographs, editing them using online software 

such as Photoshop, creating a handmade collage or creating smaller versions to enlarge using the gridding 

method. Students are able to use tracing paper to complete an accurate composition if they feel this is 

needed but should add their own details, tones, textures and individual style. It is crucial that students do 

not just copy an image from online, as we reward them for creating their own original images.  

On the day, students attend tutor time as normal, then make their way swiftly over to their art room to 

begin work at 9.00am. The students will take a normal break and lunch time, ending the day at 2.50pm. 

Classrooms will be set up with paper and drawing equipment in advance. Students are not allowed to use 

mobile phones or listen to music for the duration of the exam, and any students seen to be 

communicating with other students or using electronic equipment could risk being removed from the 

exam.  

These mock exam final pieces for year 10 are worth 25% of their overall grade for the year. All portraiture 

work leading up to this exam is preparatory work and counts as 75% of their year 10 grade. This grade can 

be improved in year 11 and is used for GCSE coursework. Students will receive personalised feedback for 

their mock exam work and can use this to improve going forward.  

 
We look forward to seeing our students produce an amazing piece of work to end a successful year 10 and 
hope they prepare and plan accordingly. They will have the remainder of this half term leading up to 
summer 2023 to complete their piece if they do not manage to do so in the 5 hour mock exam. The final 
few lessons before the mock will be dedicated to preparation to ensure, alongside any home learning, that 
they have everything they need to be successful.  
 



If you have any questions about the mock exam or Art GCSE in general, then please do not hesitate to 
contact me directly.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Ms S Stirling     Ms H Buckley 
Curriculum Team Leader for Art  Art Teacher   
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